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Climate Change and Small
Island States

Small Island States produce only a tiny fraction of global
greenhouse gas emissions

Island States are among the most vulnerable to Climate
Change

Most island nations are dependent on high-cost fossil fuels
and very expensive electricity

A significant number of people don’t have access to
electricity

Island States are especially suited to utilize modern
renewable energy and energy efficiency technologies due
to their economic and geographical conditions



Impacts

Sea level rise — beach erosion, coastal
Inundation, coral damage

ncrease in extreme weather events
Higher temperatures — 2 to 4 degrees
|_0oss of habitat and species
Economic, social and health impacts




An Example For The World

“The Small Island States can by promoting a clean energy
environment set an example for the rest of the world. Too much of
our national budgets (up to 12%) are spent on fossil fuels for diesel
generation of electricity. This is a drain on our national budgets and
does not work towards a solution to the problems of climate change.
When the tanker comes in the foreign reserves go out.

Far too little attention has been given - amongst the Small
Island States leadership and by the donor countries - to the
development of alternative means of energy”

T. Neroni Slade
Chairman of Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS)
Ambassador of Samoa to the UN



Tuvalu Speaks

“Our islands’ peoples, irrespective of occupation - in government, the
private sector, in the villages or in service providers like the utilities — are going
to be the first to suffer. My country, Tuvalu, barely six feet above sea level, is
already seeing the impacts of extreme weather events including foreshore
erosion, unusual flooding and the increased intrusion of seawater into
freshwater lenses. Our people are already discussing resettlement and refugee
status.

The urgency to switch to efficient, affordable and renewable energy sources is
real. Every contribution counts. Our interest in moving to a less carbon intensive
world is not just self-serving. The consequences of global warming that our
nations encounter first will be felt later by others.

Ambassador Enele S. Sopoaga of Tuvalu
Vice Chairman, AOSIS



A Voice from the Caribbean

The Government of Dominica has determined that
dependence on foreign energy resources cannot be in our long-term
national interest. First of all, the recent decline in our export income
generation does not provide us with the ability to import energy
resources on a long-term basis. Second, in view of our country’s
natural endowment of renewable energy resources, we have come
to the realization that the only future for Dominica in the energy
arena is development of renewable energy. This approach is fully
consistent with our national goal to harness all our natural resources
for the economic transformation or our country.

The Hon. Pierre Charles, Prime Minister of Dominica
— Johannesburg Summit, 2002



Global Sustainable Energy Islands
Initiative (GSEII) - Objectives

to help those Small Island Developing States (SIDS)
seeking to become sustainable energy nations;

to establish donor support and private sector
Investment for sustainable energy initiatives

to increase awareness of the potential and
advantages of renewable energy utilization and
energy efficiency in the SIDS and provide practical
examples

to demonstrate that SIDS can set examples for the
bigger and more polluting countries by cutting their
greenhouse gas emissions;



PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS

« Climate Institute

=« United Nations Industrial Development Organization
= The Organization of American States

« Energy & Security Group

« Counterpart International

= Winrock International

« International Network for Sustainable Energy

= Multilateral Funding Base:
¢ Rockefeller Brothers Fund
¢ UN Foundation
¢ US Agency for International Development

¢ Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency
Partnership



COMPONENTS OF GSEII

« ldentification of Candidate
Countries

« Development of Sustainable
Energy Plans

« Implementation of Sustainable
Energy Action Plans

= Capacity Building and Awareness
= International Outreach

10



1. Identification of
Candidate Countries

= Criteria to include:
& Government commitment,

& the existence of a renewable
energy base,

¢ and local industry and utility
capability
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2.

Development of
Sustainable Energy Plans

Setting up of a National Working Group on
Sustainable Energy

Targets for energy transformation
Resource Assessments
Policy Options and Reforms

Identification of Renewable Energy and Energy
Efficiency Project Opportunities

Removal of barriers for RE and EE
commercialization

Approval by the Government and stakeholders
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3. Implementation of
Sustainable Energy Plans

Facilitating private sector investments

Ensuring access to financing (World Bank,
Global Environment Facility, International
Finance Corporation, Regional Development
Banks, Renewable Energy and Efficiency Fund,
etc.)

Project development and business
development assistance

Facilitate financing through sale of carbon
offsets such as the Clean Development
Mechanism
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4.

Capacity Building and
Awareness Activities

= Training Seminars, Workshops

=« Community Education and
Awareness Campaigns

=« Sharing of Experiences with other
regions and islands
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5. International Outreach

=« Publicize the leadership of the small
Island states to utilize sustainable
energy technologies combat climate
change

= Build support for the island states
sustainable energy activities

= Influence the international negotiations
on Climate Change
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GSEIl - CARIBBEAN

. LUCIA - SUSTAINABLE ENERGY DEMONSTRATION
COUNTRY PROJECT

Prime Minister Kenny Anthony Announced St. Lucia’s
Intention in November 2000 at the Hague Climate Change
Conference

Sustainable Energy Plan (SEP) developed, which was approved
by the Cabinet in July 2001. SEP calls for 35% reductionsin
GHG Emissions by 2010 in the Power Sector

| mplementation Plan Developed and is in Progress
Next Mg or Steps.
» Broader National Energy Policy - Reforms

» Capacity Building and Awareness Programs - Solar Water
Heaters Initiative

» Geothermal and Wind Farm Projects
16



V4

GSEIl - CARIBBEAN

GRENADA - The Green Idand State

> Government of Grenada Requested GSEIIl Assistance in
Developing a Sustainable Energy Plan (SEP)

> Team of Local Stakeholders Formulated and Draft Sustainable
Energy Plan has been developed

Hurricane lvan hit Grenada in August 2004

~ Effortsarebeing madeto incorporate elements of
Sustainable Energy Plan in the Reconstruction efforts

~ Pilot projects of Solar PV systemsfor clinicsand hurricane
shelters are proposed

» 10,000 Energy Efficient bulbswill beinstalled as part of
ener gy efficient reconstruction
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